TOWN OF WINCHESTER

2020 Spring Town Meeting
ARTICLE 5
2/3rd vote required
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to convey to the Massachusetts Bay Transportation
Authority (the “MBTA”) any and all temporary and permanent interests in real property owned by the Town, in
and around the vicinity of the Winchester Center Commuter Rail Station, needed by the MBTA, its agents,
successors and assigns, for the purpose of permitting the MBTA to make improvements to the Station,
including, without limitation, the authority to grant any necessary interests in real property that may be
identified on the Plan labeled as “Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority, Lowell Commuter Rail Line,
Winchester Center Station Rehabilitation, MBTA Contract No. J66PS01, Land Acquisition Plan, Town of
Winchester, Middlesex County” dated March 2020, in furtherance and support of the Project and to facilitate
the Winchester Station improvements and construction; such conveyance to be on such terms and conditions as
the Select Board deems appropriate; or take any action in relation thereto.
(Select Board)

2

3

MOTION:
MOVED AND SECONDED, that the Town approve Article 5 as printed in the Warrant.
BACKGROUND:
Since 2010, the Winchester Select Board, Town staff, and various other municipal boards and committees have
worked with the MBTA on the design for the reconstruction of the Winchester Center Commuter Rail
Station. The MBTA expects to bid the construction of this project in summer 2020, with a potential
construction start date in late 2020 or early 2021. The project consists of reconstructing the ramp and installing
a new stair on Laraway Road; installing a new stair and elevator on the inbound side at the Waterfield Lot;
installing a new elevator, stair, and ramp on the outbound side at the Aberjona Lot; and installing a new stair
and elevator on MBTA-owned property behind the buildings on Laraway Road. The MBTA needs to acquire
temporary and permanent easements from the Town of Winchester to facilitate construction of the station. This
article gives the Select Board the authority to convey these easements to the MBTA. The plan presented herein
supersedes the easement plan previous approved by Town Meeting in Spring 2019 based on changes MBTA
has made to the project design.
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