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By Ellen Knight

When the United States entered World Waralid a pall of mistrust and suspicion fell over
“enemy aliens,” Jap a algwenkenowkimwinchesterYesbefarethheavare s s e n t
was overpone native sonhad formeda linkwith Japanese Americamsd learred to knowthem

as true blue American soldiers.

Ralph Ambrose (191#983) grew up on Vine Street with three older brothers (d@éngthe

Howard Ambrose forwhm t he school i's named) and two sis
graduated with WHS Class of 1931. He was popRiesident of his junior claske played varsity

football, baseball, basketball, and tra@dnd was also a member dfie chorus, senior prom

committee and class play committele. college he enjoyed playing ice hockey.

He graduated from Boston Collegen 1935 and spent another year

degree* Hi' s geniality and fidellctltgssmate i acd pl eise
yearbooksummed up his character “ 1 n hi s cal m, deter mined way
with a quiet, unruffled energy.”

Between college and the war he workeas a
assistantb uy er of bdy'rs Fdll
Cambidge, while living in Winchester with his
mother, widowed in 1938He joined the Knights of
Columbus.

When war was declare®alph and his brother Harold
both joined up, going in quite different directions
Harold went intot he Adj ut ant a@e
worked in the Army Postal Systersupervisng the

delivery andcollectionof mail for the armed services
all over the world. Ralph and Harold Ambrose

Ralphwent into combat.

From the time he registered for the drafgaders ofThe Winchester Stavere kept informed of
hisearlyprogressHe was originallgcheduledo leave with other draftees on Nov. 30, 1942, but
was temporarily deferred after the horrific Cocoanut Grove fire claimed the life of his sister
Marion.

At the end of January 1943, Ambrose reported to Ft. Devens and was sent to Virginia and then
Camp Davis in North Caroliren antiaircraft artillery training facilityOn Oct. 21, 1943he was
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commissioned a ™ lieutenant and entered into active dutyAt this point, the Star went
temporarily silent on his activities

Up throughthis time, Ambrosemay never have known any Japanese. None lived in his home
town. But the army would have introduced Ambrose to menneény nationalities, including
JapaneseAmericans, especiallp May 1944 ,when he becamean instructor in the Infantry
Replacement Training Center at Fort McClellan,, Athere many Nisei(children of Japanese
immigrants born in the U.Syere trained.

That fall,orders camdor himto join a Japanesédmericanbattalion engaged irthe war inltaly.
THE 44%°

When the war began, nmy of the thousands of Japane8enericans living along the West Coast
and in Hawaii were in the services or National GuAfter Pearl Hebor, Japanesémericanmen
were initially categorized as 4C (enemy alj@md, earlyin 1942, the War Department called for
the removal of all soldiers of Japanese ancestry from active service.

Howeverwhen somedismissed members of the Hawaii National Guard petitioned tallosved

to assist in the war effortthey were formed intoa civilian sapper unitthe Varsity Victory
Volunteers In June 1940ther guardsmerdesignated as the 100th Infantry Battaliarere sent
to the mainland for trainingOvercoming suspicion and shiust, they @ved the way for other
Japanesémericans to serve.

The 108 was sent to North Africa on
Aug. 23, 1943, and saw heavy action
Italy. Enduring heavy casualties ar
winning many honors,it became
known as the "Purple Hearl
Battalion.”

Later, both it and the VVMvould
become part of the 442nd Infantry
RegimentAll 442" cadre men had to
be “Ameri can cit
ancestry and resided in the Unite(
States sincd i r Adtivatédon Feb. i Lk -
1,1943,the 4421 eft for Italyon May Ambrose, second from left, relaxing
1, 1944 with members of the 442nd

Fieldgrade f f i cers had to be “ whi t,et.Ambrnosesailed tofftalyc i t i z e

to serve as platoon leader within the2" Battalion of the 442nd



MOSTDECORATED

Coincidentally, in October 1944, Winchester
sound movie” depi cocateddgapandse Amencand, fokowes bgpeiakerr e |
relating her own relocation experience3.hey may have beeunaware then that rany with
whom Amlyosewassening came out ofinternment campsleaving families there

But, n March,1945, Starreaders learned that
Ambrose was in Italy with the 4821n October, =~ 1\
theStaramended t hat to
American 442nd Comba i

And it was famed. Its performance during th@s
fierce fighting of the Italian Campaigns and tH§¢
Vosges Mountains in France proved it to be
exemplary unitAfter the war, a film titled with
the 442% s  m@d fdr Brokedramatized the
story of the 4424, including six members of thef#®
unit in the cast. From the training camp to th&
battlefield, the movie showed how the Nise
overcame prejudice and demonstrated the
loyalty to the United States.

Ambrose, left, with fellow soldiers
and a disabled German vehicle

The 4429 becamethe mostdecorated unit forits size and lendjt of servicen the history of the

U.S. Military, earningnore than 18,000 awards in less than two years, including 9,486 Purple
Hearts, 4,000 Bronze Star Medals, 21 Medals of Hamateight Presidential Unit Citations.

And there were 560 Silver Stae givento Ambrose.

SILVER STAR

While Ambrose was attached to Companytlé 442 traveled to Leghorn, Italy, on 23 March

r

1945.1t was then placed, asWar Departmenpressreleasput it , in “the vang!
Army’ s great osSmesnsad et hwehi Gehr maams Ar my i n nort't

For months the Fifth Army had beabha standstie t t he e n e myonstruc@adalohng c
the top of the Apennines. The 4%200k one objective after anothet. Thei r f or war d

On April 14, the enemy front line was at Fort Bastione, Mt. Grugola, and Mt. Piz4aeato

Carrera. It was there that Ambrose was cited “for

“First Lieutenant A mbplatosens whiclasereiordered o oheamemyl o f
forces from Mt. Pizzacat A few minutes after the attack was launched the foe opened fire.

t 1

n
mo
enabled otherelemet s of the Fifth Army to forge ahead.



Skillfully appraising the situation, First Lieutenant Ambrose ordered one platoon to secure the

left flank and personally ed t he ot her platoon up the enemy’ !
bal ance by the boldness and speedkilledfand®he r i ¢
captured together with3 machine gunsl 81mm mortar and much ammunition.

“Qui c kIl yingrortbercest of the hill, he then led th
other platoon down the reverse slope and outflanked tF
enemy, kiling 7 and capturing 7, together with 2 20m
cannons, 1 bazooka, and 2 machine guns. First Lieuter g
Ambrose then attacked the next hill buie advance was helc
up by 2 machine guns. Leaving his men under cover,{
proceeded alone for 50 yards under hostile fire to locate tf
enemy weapons. Returning for his bazooka team, he tiham
silenced the guns and bottled up the remaining enemy on {
hill, killing 10 and capturing 23 and thus enabling our troops
hold the commanding ground above the heavily fortifiejy
enemyoccupied Fort Bastione. His outstanding comk
leadership exemplifies the highest gallantry of the Unit
States Army."”

Ambrose was also awarded the Distinguished Uaddgwith

oak leaf clusterfor his part in three battleswith the 2nd Awarded he Silver Star
battalion of the442'd, one on the ¥ Army front in Italy and

two in France.

He alsovonthe respectof hismerf Lt . Ambr ose i s about the best
the boys in G Company really hated to see him leave ourcomplargy’ s C. O. f or E Co
CharleXawiwr ot e to Ambrose’s mother. “Since enter.]

across a better officer that was %0 tolerant
After Germany surrendered, Ambroseaw “a bit of Fr
more than just a bit of the ruins
was quite a sight to see [civilians] line the sidewalks and cheer

loudly, and also to see the little kids hold up their hands with-a V

for Victiry salute.”

Heremained with the 442 until July 194@&ndwas discharged in
October with the rank of Capin.

Capt. Ralph Ambrose pictured wearing his sharpshooter Silver
insignia, earned while serving with tdapaneséAmerican 442nd
Regimental Combat Team.




Postcombat, the 442 RCT formed football and basketball teams in Europe. Ambrose

photographed standing withthe 86 A @A aA 2y Qa F22a0G0Ftf GSI Y

Company “E", 44204 Infrantry : Apo 782, U. S. Army - Roster

Ambrose T. Ralph, 1st Lt
Valenti, Pasquale Thomas 1st Lt.
Tinsley, Charles H. Jr, 1st Lt
Aldrich, Malcolm E., 2nd Lt

Hashimote, Jack L
Ito, Tsuneo

Iwamoto, James T.
Kadota, Masag
Kawaguchi, George Y.

Hanaoka, Walter
Hatada, Saleuji
Hiramoto, Harumi
Homma, Don T.
Hori, Hiroshi

Nakai, George R.
Nahaishi, Bob
Nakamura, Wataru
Nakano, Mitsuro
Nakashima, Nobuo

Sakamoto, Artuh, 1st Spt Mivamoto, George N. Horiuchi, Kazuo Oshire, Nobuo
Kanchira, Shigeo T segt Takayama, Shigem| Ikeda, Yoshiaki Otsuka, Motoharu
Eawamoto, Roy K. Yamamoto, Masami 5. Ikehara, Tomoichi Otsuji, Mitsuru
Morita, Hiroshi Yanai, Ray Y. Imagawa, Shizuo Sandow. Ken
Shimoyama, Scigo Hosoda, Joe, T4 Inabu, Tamotsu Saiji, Shigekazu
Yoshimole, George Ito, Robert &. Shimizu, Mitohiko
Aril, Mum M. S Sgt Hiromura, Easgaku Cpl. Iwamasa, Shigeto Sugasawara, Atsushi
Asal, Hiroshi Furukawa, Isaac T5 I'wasaki, George Takahashi, George Y,
Chikuma, Willie 5. Hanada, Hatsujl Twasaki, Shigetoshi Takashige, Yoshimj
Furuichi, George Kinoshita, Joseph Iwo, Kunimitsu Takuma, Ko
Furuya, Tetsuo Nakano, Lane T, Kagohara, George Tanigawa, Toichj
Hamaguchi, Jog Akimoto, Bob M, Plc. Kawaguchi, Henry Tanimaoto, Arato
Hascgawa, Ko Aoyagi, Jimmie K. Kawaoka, Kinichi Tanimoto, Morio
Ige, Masao Egashira, Ben T. Kawaratani, Hideo Tari, Masao
Kashiwagi, Susumu Fujimato, Hireshi Koga, Toshlo Tatai, Koh
Kurashima, Keikichi Fujimoto, Hikoso Kojima, Hideo Tateyama, Sueichi
Ogino, Tom Fujimoto, Yoshito Kondo, Isao Tengan, Shinji
Omura, George M. Fujioka, Masao Machigashira, Isso Togashl, Hachiro
Takasugi, June J, Fujiu, Fred N. Matsuda, Yoshlo Yamadera, George S,
Tokuda, Seitoku Furushima, Tsutomu Matsui, Henry K. Yamagata, Susumu
Yano, Robert L. Furuto, Minoru Matsumoto, Nausiro Yamamoto, Hisap
Yokobe, Bill H. Fushikoshi, Tamaki R. Melandish, Charles Yoneyama, Hiroshi
Abe, Bill Sgt Fusuma, George T. Miyasato, Yoshio Yoshida, Roy M.

Egashira, Julius S.
Enosaki, George
Gusukumna, Kiyei
Hamada, Charles
Hamacka, Robert T.

Futagaki, Shigeo
Ginoza, Kivoshi
Hachiya, George T.
Hada, Mitsuji
Hamamoto, Tamio T.

Morimoto, Shizuto
Morita, Paul H.
Murakami. Mitsugu
Muramoto, Masane
Nagareda, Kenichi

¥oshihara, George m.
Yoshimoto, Hiroshi
Yoshimura, Masas K.
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AFTER THE WAR

Backhome,Ambrose tuned to the teaching profession and joined the faculty of Wilmington High
Schoo] later becomingprincipal of Wi | mi n Witdwood SchoolHe remained with the
Wilmington school system until tieing as a school principal in 1977, but not before becoming

the second recipient of Wi I mington’ s Good Guy



In 1951, he attended the first Boston skimg ofGo for BrokeHis sorifomr e c al | lutdre t h at
Senator Daniel Inouye wheas also in th 442nd was in a reception line at the theater. My Dad
enjoyed the film and recognized a ndmber of t

A mb r omilgary areer was not ovemBeginning in 247, he served in theArmy Reserve
attached to the 113% Infantry Training Battalion at the Boston Army Basetjl 1965. Major
Ambrosewas reactivatedor two yearsduring the Korean Conflict, buiree he hacda family, he

was not sent again into combat.

In WinchesterAmbroseretains the distinction of being thie 0 w anly sative son to have fought
with Japanesé\merican brothers in arms during World War 1.

1 This article © 2021 by the author Ellen Knight is a revision of an earlier article by the author published in
the Daily Times Chronicle on May 17, 2019. This revision supersedes all previous articles. The

illustrations are used courtesy of the Ambrose family.

2 Undated letter owned by the Ambrose family
SV-mai | from Asomewhere in Franceo owned by the Ambrose

4 E-mail correspondence with the author.



